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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

Common to uncommon resident, found typically in most major montane habitats of the
state. Found seasonally in open, brushy stands of conifer and deciduous forest and
woodland, and chaparral.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Eats green foliage, buds, acorns, flowers, fruits, and seeds of forbs, shrubs, and
trees; also some arthropods. Gleans, scratches, plucks, grazes, and browses on around and
in foliage.

Cover: Uses shrubs, brush stands, trees, particularly on steep slopes.

Reproduction:  Nests on ground in herbage at base of tree, in rocks, or near shrub, log, or
stump.

Water: Can meet water needs from food and dew in cool weather, but requires drinking
water in dry weather. May gather at water sources in summer, and brood seldom found more
than 0.8 km (0.5 mi) from water.

Pattern:  Requires brushy vegetation interspersed with grass/forb areas; steep slopes and
thickets for cover.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY
Activity Patterns:  Yearlong, diurnal activity.

Seasonal Movements/Migration:  May migrate upslope and downslope up to 32 km
(20 mi). Usually breeds at higher elevations, and moves downslope for winter, following
snowline.

Home Range: In Idaho, home range averaged about 2.6 km?2 (1 mi2) (Ormiston 1966), in a
sedentary population. Broods remained in draws near water, often remaining within 0.8 to 1.2
ha (2-3 ac) for several days. Few movements exceeded 0.8 km (0.5 mi) in summer.

Territory:  An area not defended, but male aggression increases as pair forms in spring. In
California, a breeding pair occupied 2-20 ha (5-50 ac) (Johnsgard 1973).

Reproduction:  Breeds late March to late August; most nests active May through July.
One clutch per yr of an average 10 eggs; range = 6-15. Female incubates about 25 days,
while male remains nearby. Both tend precocial young; brood may remain together through



winter.

Niche: Miller and Stebbins (1964) suggested coyotes, rattlesnakes, Cooper's hawks, and
bobcats as predators, especially at water sources. Development of water sources in arid
areas can increase habitat. Heavy grazing can destroy habitat.

REFERENCES

Bent, A. C. 1932. Life histories of North American gallinaceous birds. U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull.
162. 490pp.

Bertrand, G. A., and J. M. Scott. 1979. Checklist of the birds of Oregon. Audubon Soc. of
Corvallis. Corvallis, OR. 17pp.

Grenfell, W. E., B. M. Browning, and W. E. Stienecker. 1980. Food habits of California
upland game birds. Calif. Dep. Fish and Game, Sacramento. Wildl. Manage. Br. Admin.
Rep. No. 80-1. 130pp.

Grinnell, J., and A. H. Miller. 1944. The distribution of the birds of California. Pac. Coast
Avifauna No. 27. 608pp.

Gutierrez, J. R. 1975. A literature review and bibliography of the mountain quail, Oreortyx
pictus (Douglas). U.S. Dep. Agric., For. Serv., Region 5, San Francisco CA. 33pp.

Gutierrez, J. R. 1980. Comparative ecology of the mountain and California quail in the
Carmel Valley, California. Living Bird 18:71-93.

Johnsgard, P. A. 1973. Grouse and quails of North America. Univ. Nebraska Press,
Lincoln. 553pp.

Miller, A. H., and R. C. Stebbins. 1964. The lives of desert animals in Joshua Tree National
Monument. Univ. California Press, Berkeley. 452pp.

Ormiston, J. H. 1966. The food habits, and movements of mountain quail in Idaho. M.S.
Thesis, Univ. Idaho, Moscow. 39pp.

Species notes are designed to support the species-habitat relationships database models in the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR) System
and are also published within the current version of the CWHR software. Please cite as: California Department of Fish and Game. California Interagency
Wildlife Task Group. 2005. California Wildlife Habitat Relationships version 8.1 personal computer program. Sacramento, California.





